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organism but as a way of thought: the recrudescence of the
most authoritarian aspects of Scholasticism, the attack on all
" subjective " systems of philosophy—these too are significant.
From that point of view the neo-scholastics are right to make
Bergson the centre of their attack : his philosophy may indeed
have led men like P£guy to a -personal religious faith, to which
Churches and priesthoods are unnecessary; but it was the
negation of any objective dogmatic system, of any static ecclesi-
astical order. On one side, Pascal and Bergson; on the other,
Descartes and Aquinas.
To this perpetual civil strife we see one issue, and one only
—such a political transformation as will render meaningless
the struggle for a central unifying authority. Federalism,
Regionalism, Autonomism—call it what you will, as long as it
involves the abandoning of the chimera of an unrealizable
transcendant unity, conformity to which is to be enforced. If
France cannot conceive of diversity within unity, and if unity
can only be obtained by a scarcely disguised civil war, then
unity, as now understood, must disappear and full expression be
given to the diversity which is one of the riches of France. This
will be a revolution going deeper even than the principles of
1789, or, better, it will be the true expression of those prin-
ciples. Hence the extraordinary importance of the work of
Federalists, Syndicalists, Regionalists, Autonomists, and the
like; all in very different ways are threatening the idol of
France one and indivisible which is but the perpetuation of old
strifes. Only in the challenging of the political and emotional
systems which the conception represents can any internal
harmony be envisaged for the future of France. This may be
the work of either party: it is striking to see Alsatian Com-
munists and ultra-Catholics co-operating in freeing their
province from the thrall of centralized uniformity, and both to
the Right and to the Left are advocates of regionalist solutions
to be found, on whose statesmanship and persuasive power
much may depend.
But that is not in itself a specifically French problem. What
avilie—coup double contre PAction franchise et le syndicat ouvrier ? " (Berth,
MSfaits de$ Intellectuels; note to 1913 edition, p. 206).
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